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London Biennial Festival of Architecture 2008 
June 20th - July 20th 2008 
 
Since its inception in 2004 the London Architecture Biennale (now London Festival of Architecture-
LFA) has grown exponentially – it has attracted increasing numbers of visitors from the public as well 
as the professions. To meet the expected demand in 2008 for the LFA’s events a number of significant 
changes will take place. The duration of the event will increase from one week to one month; there will 
be five foci of activity –Bloomsbury/Covent Garden, Clerkenwell/City, Southwark/South Bank, Canary 
Wharf and South Kensington. A different centre will be the location of special highlight events on each 
of the five weekends of the Biennale. 
 
The theme of the biennale is FRESH! This reflects our interest in fresh thinking, in new ideas, new 
talent; fresh cultures; fresh air – a pollution free and sustainable London; fresh food – reducing food 
miles and its impact on local planning. 
 
The LFA Student Festival will run concurrently with the main event; students of architecture will work 
with local schools to develop and build installations that reflect aspects of their local environment. 
 
The LFA will have an international dimension inviting embassies to display work of young architects 
and fresh talent from their countries. 
 
The aim of the LFA is to highlight, discuss and celebrate architecture and urban design in the city; its 
activities are deeply embedded in the culture of the capital and its popularity reflects the increasing 
interest of Londoners in the major changes taking place in their city. 
 
Peter Murray 
Director 
London Architecture Biennale 
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LFA 08 National Architecture Student Festival 
 

The second Student Festival in 2008 will build on the support and enthusiasm generated during the 
first event, to bring together higher education students from all over the country with pupils from local 
schools and community groups to create a series of site-specific interventions in key public spaces at 
each of LFA 2008’s hubs. Reflecting the theme of ‘FRESH’ for LFA08, the student teams will be asked 
to interpret this word in creating their intervention.  

The outcome should be a series of unique projects which signpost the Biennale and reflect a sense of 
place though their intervention – be it fresh ideas, fresh air, fresh grass or any other interpretation of 
the Biennale theme.  

Students from variety of disciplines including architecture, urban design, planning, engineering, 
landscape design and product design are invited to participate and encouraged to work together 
collaboratively. 

The year-long project introduces local people to architecture and design and students to the realities 
of construction and the final pieces will surprise and delight passers/by visitors to LFA 2008. 

 

 
 
What was achieved in 2006 
 
Forget award-winning design or beautifully detailed doors. Architects and designers are at their best 
when piecing together schemes; pulling together ideas, people and money to deliver a project. The 
Student Festival’s eleven teams from around the UK have now had a taste of this. 

 
The students, some only in the second year of their degree, had to negotiate real life complexities – 
working with landowners of sites along the London architecture biennale route, setting up workshops 
with local schoolchildren to feed in their ideas, securing sponsorship and in many cases building their 
own designs. Je Ahn and Maria Smith from London Metropolitan University even found future uses for 
their structure in West Smithfield – as street furniture around the City of London and in local schools. 
Despite small budgets and relatively simple construction, the ideas behind the schemes show a 
serious engagement with the sites and issues of the city. The University of Sheffield’s ‘Remember the 
River’ takes on London’s looming nemesis – rising water levels – which are taxing the Environment 
Agency and Ken Livingstone alike. In one small space next to the Thames at Montague Close they 
invited passers by to see the local consequences of predicted flooding and to play their part in making 
the process visible. 

 
Giving students ownership of real projects in the this way allows inventive ideas to be realized – as 
with St Martin’s bubblegum dispensers and balloons acted as swap shops for ideas about the future of 
Smithfield Market – a tool that could work well on community consultations across the country. As 
media sponsor the RIBA Journal was proud to be associated with the lively thinking of the Student 
Festival. 
 
Eleanor Young,  

RIBA Journal 
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Photos of selected Student Festival 2006 
Interventions 
 
See Student Festival Catalogue for full description of all projects 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: Architectural Association - Social Cinema 

Above right: London Metropolitan University - Library 

Right:  Central Saint Martins College of Art & Design (MA 
Narrative Environments) - Bobby Smith/Story Bubble  
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Above: London Metropolitan University / 101 Boomerangs - 
during the London Architecture Biennale 2006 

Right: London Metropolitan University / 101 Boomerangs -
transformed into street furniture 
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Overall Brief 
 

The brief for the National Architecture Student Festival interventions should be based around these 
four key themes:  

 

1. Reveal  
 

Each site is chosen as an opportunity to reveal a quality about the space that is lost, hidden or 
underestimated. The proposal should therefore intervene to provide a temporary reinvigoration of the 
space through surface, material, focus or form. Material choice will be critical to its success, as will the 
message that it communicates through its form and substance, for example, accessibility opportunities 
may be addressed through material choice. The medium may be any material, so long as it is recycled 
or has a low embodied energy reuse.  

The message may be spatial (revealing hidden qualities about the space); social (telling a story about 
the people who live/work there); or historical (where past stories relate to the place).  

 

2. Reuse  
 

The intervention will have two phases: 

1) LFA  

2) Afterlife, determined in partnership with those that participate in the development of the 
intervention 

The second use may be in a public space, school or other shared place where it can continue to 
improve the experience of the place by its users. It may remain in the same configuration at LFA, or 
transform to perform a different function. 

 

3. Signpost 
 

Each intervention will sit within an LFA ‘hub’ which, on some days, depending on events and footfall, 
will be highly visible and on other days less visible. A critical aim of the interventions will be to actively 
signpost the presence of the festival so that passers on any day might have the festival revealed to 
them. 

As a signpost to the festival, it should exhibit the theme of the LFA of ‘FRESH’ and the local hub 
theme of culture, education, trade, making or exposition.  

 

4. Inclusive 
 

Each design team will need to consider a broad cross - section of the public as their ‘client’, from those 
with accessibility challenges, to those from different cultures, to local people.  Accessibility to public 
space, both in the physical sense, as well as cultural and economic accessibility often presents 
challenges which too frequently are overlooked. Therefore the students would need to work with a 
group of users, such as those with accessibility concerns, diverse backgrounds or young people to 
understand how to improve the space for them, but also to explore and re conceive these needs 
through design. 

Participation should take place over the course of the site analysis, development and design and 
construction phases to ensure a genuine sense of ownership and may involve user groups who are 
local to the site. 
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Multi-Disciplinary Teams and Collaboration 
 

The National Architecture Student Festival is aimed at students of all disciplines involved in the 
shaping of the public realm.  Students of architecture, landscape design, engineering, planning, urban 
design, product design, sculpture, public art etc. are all invited to participate. 

The Student Festival encourages collaboration between these disciplines and resulting in multi-
disciplinary teams participating to design and produce interventions for the London Festival of 
Architecture during the forthcoming academic year.   

The Student Festival provides an opportunity for students to learn from the experience of working 
together in such multi-disciplinary teams.  Multi-disciplinary collaboration for the Student Festival will 
mirror real life commissions for public space where a team might typically comprise an architect, 
landscape architect, highway engineer, planner, urban designer and artist.  Participation with the local 
community in helping them to realise their aspirations for their public space will also provide students 
with real experience of public consultation processes and tools. 

 “Today’s professionals know how to work collaboratively with one another, bringing their own 
expertise and a great deal of imagination to the question: what do we want this place to become? 
They speak a language that is accessible to anyone who is interested in that question. 
 
 They know how to design a process that will lead from careful appraisals of existing conditions to 
inspired but practical expressions of what might be achieved, and from there to developing real 
options that can be assessed and tested. They know how to draw out local knowledge from the people 
who have it, to inspire local leaders who will maintain a commitment to high standards, and to build 
local support and understanding of the vision and how it can be achieved.”1 

Where relationships already exist between faculties/departments these can be built on to provide 
students already used to collaborating on design projects with a new “live project” experience.   

Please note that the Student Festival team can facilitate new relationships between different 
disciplines where none already exist. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                        
1 Extract from The Analysis of a place, May 16th 2007, CABE urban design summer school. 

www.udss.org.uk/articles.html 
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Working with Schools + User Groups 
 
Why? 

Opportunity To engage a wider audience in the Biennale and to offer young people and user groups 
the opportunity to be actively involved in the development and realisation of a design. Explaining and 
demystifying the design process offers the opportunity to excite local and young people about their 
environment, the city and design.  

Freshness Young people have stunning imaginations, and when engaged creatively can offer some 
fresh ideas into the design process. Those local to the area may have invaluable knowledge that will 
help to shape an intervention that works well locally. Not all ideas may be useful or good, but the 
process of involving local and young people will help to make the Biennale’s interventions more 
‘owned’ and less likely to be vandalised too.  

Marketing + Sponsors  Many organisations and businesses have a Corporate Social Responsibility 
(CSR) department and budget that is used to sponsor projects that can demonstrate their social 
conscience in the local area that they affect. Therefore the involvement of young people, particularly 
those with less opportunities, in a project which may give them prospects and goals, is attractive to the 
CSR and consequently marketing aims of many companies.   

 

Where? 

On the street Visiting the site and discussing the ideas with young people in situ will bring the project 
alive and allows all of the environmental and urban context issues and context to be discussed. It may 
be useful to bring worksheets for each person so they have to opportunity to think about the place on 
their own, do drawings, take photos, make rubbings, or even write poems about the place. On street 
visits take more planning on the teachers’ behalf as they have to arrange for extra assistance. 
 
In the Classroom Workshops can take place in lesson time or after school, depending on the school’s 
preference. They could consist of a discussion to introduce the project using visual aids like photos, 
aerial views, films, models and drawings to describe the site and the project aims – some classrooms 
might have screens for digital displays. The classroom is a good place for doing ‘work’ and getting the 
attention of pupils.  

 

How? 

You’ll be allocated either a primary or secondary school to work with, or a local group. The School will 
have been informed about the LFA08 Student Festival and they’ll be expecting you to contact them. Its 
then up to you to develop the relationship with the school further. It will be easier for the architectural 
students to work with a named teacher, who would act as the LFA link. The school will recruit their 
pupils/students and may be between 8-18 years old.  
 
Planning what you want to get out of the workshops and how you want to achieve this is the first part, 
such as : how many workshops, where, and when.  
An outline project plan is a good way of developing the structure and content of each workshop, in or 
out of school, and also means that teachers have something to refer to when discussing it with you.  
 
Teacher With these plans in mind the class teacher can then guide you as to how it fits in with other 
subjects and the school programme, and discuss the best way to get the most out of the project.  
 
Engaging Bear in mind the short attention spans of young people, therefore keeping sessions fun, 
innovative and stimulating, with less power point/presentations etc, and more interactive and practical 
work. discursive and fun within a clear structure will get the most out of it. 
 
CABE Education have a great deal of expertise in this type of project, and can offer students 
experience and advice about working with school children. Visit their website http://www.cabe-
education.org.uk.  
 
Health & Safety If you are planning to take children out of school, teachers will have to carry out a risk 
assessment, therefore they’ll need to know what you plan to do. Also it is good practice to carry out 
Criminal Record Bureau (CRB) checks for at least one or two people who may be left alone with 
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children, if for example the teacher has to leave the room. As tutors are most likely to be consistently 
present at each workshop, they may be the best candidates. CRB checks can take between 3 weeks 
and 3 months to be processed, therefore this should be the first tasks to get going.  

www.crb.gov.uk 

 

When? 

Students should carry out a minimum of three workshops with schoolchildren during the course of the 
project at three key stages in the design and development.  
Development The first could include a site visit with the children, to get the benefit of their local 
expertise and experiences. Comments thoughts and ideas from the pupils about the site would be 
gathered.  
Design The second workshop will allow the children to review and discuss the student’s emerging 
designs, and maybe come up with some of their own. 
Construction The third will offer the children the opportunity for them to get involved in the 
construction process, either through observation or if possible, some contribution to the construction. 
Some schools and teachers may need between 3 - 6 weeks to incorporate a workshop into their 
programme, so the earlier the discussions start with teachers in the academic year, the better so that 
you are aware of dates such as holidays and exams.  

 
 
Timing 
 
 
June Deadline  
 
The Student Festival can take place at any time during the academic year, the only proviso being the 
interventions are constructed in time for the London Festival of Architecture in June 2008.  
 
 
Tutors meetings  
 
There will be a series of tutors meetings to discuss progress, designs, problems and issues with the 
Student Festival Team during the course of the project. These will take place at the end of the Autumn 
Term, and at the end of the Spring Term.  
 
 
Big Crit  
 
During the Biennale week a presentation of all the interventions will be made to a panel of high profile 
critics and prizes will be awarded.  
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Bloomsbury Hub Sites 
 

London Borough of Camden  

The overall theme for the Bloomsbury hub is ‘learning’ thanks to the presence of some of London’s 
finest educational institutions, from UCL, to the college of Law to the many small ‘Schools of English’. 
Bloomsbury is also characterised by the leafy squares of various shapes and sizes and the formal 
neo-classical buildings that surround them.  

 

Details + Contacts 

Piers Masterson- Senior Visual Arts Officer London Borough of Camden 

EMAIL :  piers.masterson@camden.gov.uk 

 

Sue Morris - Camden Play  

EMAIL: sue.morris@camden.gov.uk 

 

NOTE: LB Camden contacts, Piers Masterson and Sue Morris should not be contacted until the 
Student Festival team have made the introduction following the allocation of sites.  

 

Planning/Conservation issues 

• LB Camden have confirmed that they should not require full planning permission to be 
obtained for Student Festival interventions in the Borough. This would be decided when LB 
Camden have reviewed the proposals, however six weeks notice should be given to LB 
Camden prior to construction. 

• Public liability insurance would need to be evidenced to the Student Festival Team by the 
authors of each intervention. 

 

Schools in the Area 

Note: Schools and local groups should not be contacted until Student Festival Team have made initial 
contact via Sue Morris of LB Camden following allocation of sites. 
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1. Store Street 
 

Store Street is home to New London Architecture (NLA), the front of which overlooks a leafy crescent-
shaped forecourt. This cobbled crescent is likely to be the focus for the Bloomsbury Hub of the LFA 
therefore the Student Festival intervention should signpost the event and the Bloomsbury hub’s 
‘learning’ theme with a landmark proposition.  

 

Notable Information 

• This site may be not be available due to highways works taking place in summer 2008. 
Confirmation of the availability of this site will come from LB Camden in October 2007.  

• Close liaison with the main LFA plans for this space will be necessary.  

• Interventions would need to keep within the crescent.  

• Liaison with LB Camden Highways department and Transport for London may be necessary 
subject to discussion with Piers Masterson. 

 

Details + Contacts 

LB Camden Highways department 

Transport for London 
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2. Whitfield Gardens 
 

Beside the throng of TCR, Whitfield Street Gardens is a leafy, small and seemingly innocuous square 
– a haven for lunchtime workers. Despite its humble appearance it has an important past, as it played 
a part in the abolition of the slave trade as the neighbouring chapel played host to meetings of 
abolitionists. An intervention here would draw from the pioneering spirit of the site and take advantage 
of the daily audience that could surround it.  

 

Notable Information 

• Tottenham Court Road is an A-road therefore the intervention should not distract 
drivers – i.e. no flashing lights or reflective elements.  

• Local traders who are adjacent to the square should be consulted, in particular Café 
Nero who use square as their terrace.  

• Whitfield Square Gardens is administered by LB Camden Parks and Events.  

 

Details + Contacts 

LB Camden Parks and Events 
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3. Torrington Square 

 

A longer, slimmer Bloomsbury square, with a line of green squares of lawn and a leafy edge. This 
pedestrian-only square is mostly associated with the university buildings around it, and yet despite 
frequent use by students, it lacks a certain purpose. An intervention in this space could respond to the 
strong axis set up by Senate House or playfully re-interpret the formality of the lawn squares.  

 

Notable Information 

• University College London would need to be consulted on design development: 

 

Details + Contacts 

• UCL would be contacted via Student Festival Team  
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4. Tavistock Square 

 

Tavistock Square is one of Bloomsbury’s largest, leafiest squares and is important  to a diverse range 
of communities and  interest groups due to the many memorials it contains - the square is host to a 
memorial to Hiroshima; to Mahatma Ghandi; to Elizabeth Garrett Anderson to name but a few. Most 
Londoners, however, will associate it with the bombings that took place on 7th July 2005.  Therefore an 
intervention in this square could be a respectful interpretation of ‘memorial’, of memory, or of the 
diverse groups that pay their respects in Tavistock Square from all over London and the globe. 

 

Notable Information 

• Space is limited in the 4 small grass squares 

• The groups associated with the memorials may be engaged in the design development 

 

Details and Contacts 

To come from Piers Masterson 
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5. Brunswick Square Gardens 
 

For centuries, children and young people have been the focus of this square’s attention and continue 
to be, to this day. It is overlooked by some of London’s prominent child-focused organisations from 
Great Ormond Street Hospital, and the Coram Family whose residential orphanage gives its name to 
Coram’s Fields (where adults are only allowed in if they are accompanied by a child), to the Foundling 
Museum and Kingsway youth centre. Therefore an intervention here should be playful, child focussed 
and developed with the participation of local young people.  

 

Notable Information 

Some of these organisations would need to be involved in the development of the designs. 

 

Details + Contacts 

• Great Ormond Street Hospital 

• Coram Family 

• Foundling Museum  

• Kingsway youth centre 

• Good Enough College 

 

Names and Contacts for the above to be provided by LB Camden 
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Southbank Hub Sites 
 

London Borough of Southwark, London Borough of Lambeth  

 

Southbank Hub’s theme is ‘culture’ thanks to the rich and diverse cultural organisations and events 
that take place there, from NFT to skaters. The hub is more of a long route, made up of some of 
London’s most exciting cultural buildings, exhibitions and events from the London Eye in the west to 
the Design Museum in the east, passing along the south bank riverside promenade, and beside three 
of the Thames’ beaches.  

 

Planning/Conservation issues 

• London Boroughs of Lambeth and Southwark have confirmed that they should not require full 
planning permission to be obtained for Student Festival interventions in the Borough. This 
would be decided when the boroughs have reviewed the proposals, however six weeks notice 
should be given to the boroughs prior to construction. 

• Public liability insurance would need to be evidenced to the Student Festival Team by the 
authors of each intervention. 

 

Details and contacts 

London Borough of Lambeth 

Andrew Ormsley – Divisional Director of Cultural Services 

Andrew.ormsley@lambeth.gov.uk 

 

London Borough of Southwark 

Sara Browning -job title- 

Sara.browning@southwark.gov.uk 

 

NOTE: London Boroughs of Lambeth and Southwark contacts should not be contacted until the 
Student Festival team have made the introduction following the allocation of sites.  

 

Schools in the Area 

Note: Schools and local groups should not be contacted until Student Festival Team have made initial 
contact LB Lambeth and Southwark following allocation of sites. 

 City Academy on Lynton Rd, Bermondsey 
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1. Under Hungerford Footbridge (LB Lambeth) 
 

After decades of enduring a slightly dingy crossing of the Thames from Embankment on the dark and 
rumbling Hungerford Rail Bridge, Londoners may now use the two glamorous footbridges which flank 
the rail bridge. Together, these three bridges form a giant inhabited canopy over the riverside walkway 
on the Southbank which throngs with people all day and night. Yet the space lacks life, despite its 
generous size and footfall. It is gloomy and under-used, in need of light, energy and colour, a 
reflection of the vitality of the river next to it and the railway journeys above it.  

 

Notable information 

• Any structure touching the rail bridge will require liaison with Railtrack and is likely to be 
restricted therefore this should be avoided. 
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2. Stamford Wharf Pier (LB Southwark) 
 

Stamford Wharf Pier is a pier in the seaside sense: a structure for experiencing the waterscape rather 
than necessarily accessing watercraft. It is a structure that recalls the wharf’s previous role as part of 
London’s water trade infrastructure, and is now a slightly poignant reminder of its previous active role 
as it now remains empty. Intervention could celebrate the great timbers of the structure and it’s 
endurance throughout the Thames’ transformation from working artery to cultural hub.  

 

Notable Information 

• Any intervention that enters the Thames would need consultations with the Port of London 
Authority.  
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3. Borough Market (LB Southwark) 
 

On Saturday the historic market plays host to farmers and vendors from all over the UK and Europe 
selling some of the finest food in London. Market days generate crowds and smells and sights to 
behold, and for the rest of the week, the recently renovated Victorian structure lies still, apart from the 
rumbling of the trains on the viaduct above. An intervention in Borough market to mark the London 
Festival of Architecture would have to stand out amongst the hustle of Saturdays and well as the 
quietness of the 6 other days.  

 

Details and Contacts 

Owned by the Trustees – contact the Chair, George Nicholson or Chris Denning, Market Manager, 8 
Southwark Street, SE1 1TL, Tel: 020 7407 1002  
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4. Riverside Walk- More London  (LB Southwark) 
Exhibition area in front of gym and west of GLA and the Scoop 

Landowners: More London Estates 

Neighbour to some of London’s most important photographed places: Tower Bridge, the Thames and 
the Tower of London, More London sits in an enviable location. With the recent addition of the GLA 
building’s sleek organic form, an intervention on this site would have as its backdrop a series of 
stunning icons.  Smooth dark granite forms the landscape around the interventions site, therefore a 
contrast to this monochrome hardness would be desirable in the intervention design. Colour, softness, 
natural materials should all be considered, alongside the Thames as inspiration for the vital 
importance on this site.  

Notable Information 

• The site has a very high footfall at all times of day, particularly at weekends, therefore wear 
and tear should be a key consideration and designs should be robust.  

• A key consideration is wind as it can become very blustery due to the Thames and 
surrounding tall buildings. Therefore interventions should consider wind loads carefully.  

• Health and safety due to the higher footfall should be considered carefully, in particular during 
setup and removal. 

• The LFA will coincide with the free music and film events at the Scoop.  
• Public and Employees liability insurance will be required. 
• Signage associated with the intervention may contain logos of sponsors but should not directly 

advertise companies.  
• Signage will require approval by Move London Estates (allow 2 weeks) 
• Move London may offer a contribution up to £2000 to intervention teams depending on design 

quality. 
 

Contacts and Details 

NOTE: Initial contact with More London following site allocations should be done via the Student 
Festival Team.  

Sarah Green – Communications Manager, More London 

EMAIL:  SGreen@morelondonestates.co.uk 

Claire Wilson – Events and Administration Co-ordinator, More London 

EMAIL:  CWilson@morelondonestates.co.uk 
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5. Tower Bridge Plaza (LB Southwark) 
 

In the shadow of Tower Bridge and of the looming forms of the Butler’s Wharf warehouses, this site is 
a small space dominated by the Thames and the vista along the canyon-like Shad Thames. The site 
has the aura of a place which has not changed since its industrial heyday and is steeped in 
atmosphere and history. The site sits beside this junction of walkways and views, formed to maximise 
the use of the Thames as the port of London therefore an intervention should pay homage to the 
uniqueness of the spatial form and the role of the river.  
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Clerkenwell and Shoreditch Hub Sites  
Corporation of London 

London Borough of Islington 

London Borough of Tower Hamlets 

 

The theme for the Clerkenwell and Shoreditch Hub is ‘Making’, which pays homage to the artisans 
and craftsman who have taken up residence in the area over centuries thanks to the areas situation 
next the lost Fleet River, the wells and springs, and Smithfield market. Jewellers and watchmakers 
have worked in the area for centuries, close to the trade in precious metals at the market; Tanners and 
leather makers relied on the meat market; Cutlers relied on the Fleet; and gin makers used the clear 
well water in their productions. More recently designers and architects have taken up residence in the 
lofty warehouses left over from these processes and continue the tradition of making, albeit on a larger 
scale.  

 

Corporation of London Sites 

Planning/Conservation issues 

The spaces lie within the boroughs of Islington or Tower Hamlets or the City of London. 

• For a temporary installation, a 28-day licence can be sought.  

• During construction, if a structure/site compound needs to be placed in the Highway, a licence 
would need to be gained for this too.  

• The Planning and Transportation department would need to approve any structure to ensure 
that sightlines for motorists, cyclists and pedestrians are not disrupted.  

• The District Surveyor would need to inspect the installations when complete. 

• A risk assessment of the installation would need to be carried out.  

• Public liability insurance would need to be evidenced to the Student Festival Team by the 
authors of each intervention. 
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1. Boulevard of Light - Old Street Roundabout 

At the centre of Clerkenwell and Shoreditch lies a large, arterial, noisy roundabout. Unpleasant to 
cross at both day and night on foot or by bike, this roundabout has been the subject of numerous 
visions to improve. One of the successful streetscape improvements which has been realised is the 
Corridor of Light on the western approach to the roundabout. However this sadly stops short of the 
roundabout and the north west corner remains a vacant plot and lost opportunity. An intervention here 
would be a high profile improvement to the public realm in an exciting location.  

 

Details + Contacts 

John Galsworthy 
Business Services Manager (Street Management) 
London Borough of Islington 
 
EMAIL :  John.Galsworthy@islington.gov.uk 

 

Planning/Conservation issues 

• For a temporary installation, a 28-day licence can be sought.  

• During construction, if a structure/site compound needs to be placed in the Highway, a licence 
would need to be gained for this too.  

• The Planning department would need to approve any structure to ensure that sightlines for 
motorists, cyclists and pedestrians are not disrupted.  

• The District Surveyor would need to inspect the installations when complete. 

• A risk assessment of the installation would need to be carried out.  

• Public liability insurance would need to be evidenced to the Student Festival Team by the 
authors of each intervention. 

• Licences for the sites will be issued by Greenspace, the parks department of Islington Council, 
or the Street Management department as appropriate. 

 

 

Schools in the area 

Prior Weston   Junior/Infants 
Bunhill Row 
London EC1Y 8RX 
 
St. Luke’s CE   Junior/Infants 
Radnor Street 
EC1V 3SJ 
 
Central Foundation  Secondary Boys 
Cowper Streeet 
City Road EC2A 4SH 
 
City and Islington College Sixth Form College 
Goswell Road 
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2. St Johns Square 

Off the busy Clerkenwell Road, the square boasts an ancient and active spring, and church whose 
significance in the formation of the area cannot be underestimated.  Spring water and religion are not 
the experience of the place, but may be welcome additions. 

 

Notable information 

St. John’s Square is managed by Islington Highways and is in a conservation area of note.  The 
square has recently been re-paved to a high standard therefore any intervention that disturbed the 
surface should ensure reinstatement to match. 

 

Details + Contacts 

John Galsworthy 
Business Services Manager (Street Management) 
London Borough of Islington 
 
EMAIL :  John.Galsworthy@islington.gov.uk 
 

Planning/Conservation issues 

• For a temporary installation, a 28-day licence can be sought.  

• During construction, if a structure/site compound needs to be placed in the Highway, a licence 
would need to be gained for this too.  

• The Planning department would need to approve any structure to ensure that sightlines for 
motorists, cyclists and pedestrians are not disrupted.  

• The District Surveyor would need to inspect the installations when complete. 

• A risk assessment of the installation would need to be carried out.  

• Public liability insurance would need to be evidenced to the Student Festival Team by the 
authors of each intervention. 

• Licences for the sites will be issued by Greenspace, the parks department of Islington Council, 
or the Street Management department as appropriate. 

 

 

Schools in the area 

St. Peter’s & St. Paul’s RC Junior/Infants 
Compton Street 
EC1V 0EU 
 
Moreland   Junior/Infants 
Moreland Street 
EC1V 8BB 
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3. Smithfield Market 

A meat market has stood on this site for hundreds of years originally thanks to the ‘smooth field’ which 
stood outside the city walls and provided a good site for traders out of the sight of the city. Now the 
market is at the heart of the city, still operating in the international trade of meat in the early hours of 
the morning while most of us are asleep. As a working goods market, it is circled by lines HGV’s and 
vans during the morning, and at night it hums with clubs and bars. Interventions in this place which is 
a truly 24hour place would require assertiveness and humour to foster the respect of the diverse 
users.  

 

Notable information 

Permission may also be required from the Markets committee and Smithfield Tenants Association and 
this is to be obtained through the Student Festival team. 

 

Planning/Conservation issues 

• For a temporary installation, a 28-day licence can be sought. (Any installation longer than this 
would need Public Liability Insurance) 

• During construction, if a structure/site compound needs to be placed in the Highway, a licence 
would need to be gained for this too.  

• The Planning and Transportation department would need to approve any structure to ensure 
that sightlines for motorists, cyclists and pedestrians are not disrupted.  

• The District Surveyor would need to inspect the installations when complete. 

• A risk assessment of the installation would need to be carried out.  

• Public liability insurance would need to be evidenced to the Student Festival Team by the 
authors of each intervention. 

 

Main Point of Contact 

Richard Pain – only to be contacted by the Student Festival Team.  

E: Richard.pain@corpoflondon.gov.uk 

M: 020 7332 1588 

 

Schools in the area 

City of London School for Boys  

City of London School for Girls  

Sir John Cass's Foundation Primary School  
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4. Arnold Circus 

Arnold Circus  sits at the centre of the Boundary Estate in Shoreditch, one of London’s first purpose-
built social housing developments, built in the place of some of the East End’s worst slums to house 
the poor of the east end. The estate’s magnificent red brick mansion blocks are now leafy with mature 
London Plane’s and at the centre is the circus which would have been conceived as its heart; and 
within the circus is a bandstand on top of a small mound. The ever decreasing circles of the Arnold 
Circus are the site for the intervention.  

 

Notable information 

The local community group who should be involved in any proposals are Friends of Arnold Circus and 
the point of contact is a person called Leila who can be found at: 
 
Leila's 
17 Calvert Avenue, London, E2 
Telephone: 020 7729 - 9789 
 
 

Planning/Conservation issues 

• For a temporary installation, a 28-day licence can be sought.  

• During construction, if a structure/site compound needs to be placed in the Highway, a licence 
would need to be gained for this too.  

• The Planning and Transportation department would need to approve any structure to ensure 
that sightlines for motorists, cyclists and pedestrians are not disrupted.  

• The District Surveyor would need to inspect the installations when complete. 

• A risk assessment of the installation would need to be carried out.  

• Public liability insurance would need to be evidenced to the Student Festival Team by the 
authors of each intervention. 

•  

 

Main Point of Contact 

Mandar Puranik 
Urban Designer 
  
t: 020 7364 5273 
E: Mandar.Puranik@towerhamlets.gov.uk 
 
 London Borough Of Tower Hamlets 
Development Design and Conservation Team 
Directorate of Development & Renewal 
Mulberry Place ( AH) 
PO Box 55739 
5 Clove Crescent 
London E14  

 

Schools in the Area 

Virginia     Primary 
St. Matthias    Primary 
Columbia    Primary 
William Davis    Primary 
Bethnal Green Technology College Secondary 
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5. Spitalfields Market 

Spitalfields Market has been sited in its location just outside the City of London, for centuries, and has 
gone through various cycles of decline and prosperity throughout its history. From a failing fruit and 
vegetable market in the 80’s, the market has now been transformed into one of London’s most popular 
food, arts and fashion markets. At the market’s western end, a modern development has transformed 
the old market building and linked it into the City with the creation of a new public space. This hard 
landscaped space will be the site for an intervention, which should be a colourful contrast to its 
formality.  

 

Notable information 

The spaces are owned and managed by Hammerson, whose permission should be sought via the 
Student Festival Team. 

 

Planning/Conservation issues 

• For a temporary installation, a 28-day licence can be sought.  

• 6 weeks notice should be given to LB Tower Hamlets prior to construction. 

• During construction, if a structure/site compound needs to be placed in the Highway, a licence 
would need to be gained for this too.  

• The Planning and Transportation department would need to approve any structure to ensure 
that sightlines for motorists, cyclists and pedestrians are not disrupted.  

• The District Surveyor would need to inspect the installations when complete. 

• A risk assessment of the installation would need to be carried out.  

• Public liability insurance would need to be evidenced to the Student Festival Team by the 
authors of each intervention. 

 

Main Point of Contact 

Mandar Puranik 
Urban Designer 
  
t: 020 7364 5273 
E: Mandar.Puranik@towerhamlets.gov.uk 
 
 London Borough Of Tower Hamlets 
Development Design and Conservation Team 
Directorate of Development & Renewal 
Mulberry Place ( AH) 
PO Box 55739 
5 Clove Crescent 
London E14  

 

Schools in the Area 

St. Anne’s   Primary 
Thomas Buxton Junior  Primary 
Christ Church C of E  Primary 
Osmani    Primary 
Swanlea   Secondary 
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South Kensington Hub Sites  
Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea (RBK&C) 

Royal Borough of Westminster 

 

The overall theme for the South Kensington hub is ‘exposition’ thanks to the concentration of 
museums, and galleries including the Victoria and Albert, the Natural History and the Science 
Museums. In Hyde Park lies the Serpentine, one of London’s finest Modern Art galleries and it was in 
Hyde Park in 1851 that Crystal Palace once stood. This exhibition was that largest Britain had ever 
seen and it drew people from all over the country, including the first package holidaymakers on an 
outing arranged by a man named Thomas Cook.  

 

 

Details + Contacts 

Bill Mount – Transportation and Planning 

EMAIL :  Bill.Mount@rbkc.gov.uk 

 

David McDonald – Principal Planning Officer 

EMAIL : David.Mcdonald@rbkc.gov.uk 

 

Jean Carter - RBK&C Schools Contact  

TEL: 020 7598 4822 

 

Karen Tyerman - Family and Children's Services Department. 

TEL: 020 7361 3614 

 

NOTE: RBK&C contacts above should not be contacted until the Student Festival team have made the 
introduction following the allocation of sites.  

 

Planning/Conservation issues 

• RBK&C have confirmed that they should not require full planning permission to be obtained 
for Student Festival interventions in the Borough. This would be decided when RBK&C have 
reviewed the proposals, however six weeks notice should be given to RBK&C prior to 
construction. 

• Public liability insurance would need to be evidenced to the Student Festival Team by the 
authors of each intervention. 

 

Schools in the Area 

Note: Schools and local groups should not be contacted until Student Festival Team have made initial  

• Lycée Française (The French Lycée)  

• Others to be provided by RBK&C 
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1. Alexandra Gate 
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At the end of Exhibition Road lies a key entrance to Hyde Park where visitors to the Great Exhibition 
would have entered from South Kensington to see Crystal Palace in its original location.  However, the 
Gate itself is somewhat underwhelming despite its historically greater role.  What it has, however, is a 
small, classical gatehouse on its eastern side.  The site for the intervention is the absent western 
gatehouse, and for a month this intervention, in partnership with the eastern gatehouse, should give 
this Gate the prominence it deserves. 

 

Notable information 

• Site is owned by the Royal Parks 

 

Details and Contacts 

Royal Parks – Colin Buttery, Director of Parks 

EMAIL:  cbuttery@royalparks.gsi.gov.uk. 
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2. Museum Lane 

Placed squarely between the Natural History Museum and the Science Museum, is the small green at 
Museum Place.  Set back from Exhibition Road, the space is divided by an access roadway but is 
otherwise green with a lawn and the rear wall completing the classical grandiose symmetry of the 
place. 

This classical geometry lends itself to presentation of objects and consequently the space seems 
somewhat lacking.  Therefore an intervention in this space would need to respect whilst perhaps 
playfully contrasting with its formal context. 

 

Notable information 

• Site is owned by the Science Museum and the Natural History Museum 

 

Details and Contacts 

Natural History Museum – Kevin Rellis 

EMAIL: k.rellis@nhm.ac.uk 

 

Science Museum – Tim Molloy 

EMAIL: t.molloy@nmsi.ac.uk 
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3. V+A Forecourt 

The wide, red brick, grand façade of the Victoria & Albert Museum lies on one of London’s busiest 
thoroughfares, the Cromwell Road which stretches from east Kensington to Hyde Park. The entrance 
to one of the post popular museums in London is accessed by a leafy wide and generous pavement, 
set back from the road and offering a site for an intervention. This interventions would be high profile, 
and highly visible and would necessarily respond to the theme of art and culture which drives the V&A 
behind it.  

 

Notable information 

• Pavement is owned by Transport for London 

 

Details and Contacts 

Transport for London  - Mike Dowding, Road Network Management  
EMAIL: mikedowding@streetmanagement.org.uk 
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4. Pedestrian Tunnel to Museums 

 

The Exhibition Road underpass conceived as part of ‘Albertropolis’ is a key feature in Queen Victoria’s 
South Kensington collection of cultural and science institutions arranged along an axis starting with the 
Albert Memorial.  A classic piece of Victorian engineering, it is designed to carry pedestrians from 
South Kensington Underground station to the exhibitions in Natural History Museum, Science Museum 
and Victoria and Albert Museum. 

An intervention would be linear, light and delightful in contrast with the dour Victorian architecture of 
the tunnel. 

Notable information 

• Tunnel is owned by Transport for London 

• Platform for Art curate artistic installations in the tunnel 

 

Details and Contacts 

Platform for Art 

Transport for London 
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Canary Wharf Hub Sites  
London Borough of Tower Hamlets 

 

The theme for the Canary Wharf Hub is ‘Trade’, as this part of London has been shaped by two cycles 
of trade, a century apart. Then first saw the creation of the docks which put London at the centre of 
global trade in goods from all over the British Empire. With the decline in shipping, the docks were 
abandoned for around 20 years until a vision for an eastern extension to the City of London was 
created, and London docklands in the Isle of Dogs was reborn as a centre of global commercial trade. 
Now the docks are empty of shipping, but the docksides clustered with glass office towers and luxury 
penthouses, and in the weekdays the place hums with the sound of business.  

 

Details + Contacts 

1.0 London Borough Of Tower Hamlets 
 Development Design and Conservation Team 
 Directorate of Development & Renewal 
 Mulberry Place ( AH) 
 PO Box 55739 
 5 Clove Crescent 
 London E14  

 
 Mandar Puranik 
 Urban Designer 
  
 t: 020 7364 5273 
 E: Mandar.Puranik@towerhamlets.gov.uk 
 
 
2.0 Canary Wharf Group 
 
 Initial contact is to be made through the Student Festival team only. 
 
3.0 British Waterways 
 
 Initial contact is to be made through the Student Festival team only. 
 
 
 
 

Planning/Conservation issues 

• For a temporary installation, a 28-day licence can be sought.  

• 6 weeks notice should be given to LB Tower Hamlets prior to construction. 

• During construction, if a structure/site compound needs to be placed in the Highway, a licence 
would need to be gained for this too.  

• The Planning and Transportation department would need to approve any structure to ensure 
that sightlines for motorists, cyclists and pedestrians are not disrupted.  

• The District Surveyor would need to inspect the installations when complete. 

• A risk assessment of the installation would need to be carried out.   

• Evidence of Public Liability insurance should be shown to the Student Festival Team. 

• Interventions placed within any of the docks will require British Waterways’ agreement. 

• Interventions placed on any land owned by Canary Wharf Group will require their agreement. 
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Schools in the Area 

Note: Schools and local groups should not be contacted until Student Festival Team have made initial 
contact 
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1. Canary Pier / Westferry Circus 

At the bend in the Thames as the river heads west out of London and starts its meander around the 
Isle of Dogs, there is a pier on its northern bank where commuters take river buses in and out of the 
City of London, and where some of the most stunning panoramic river views of London can be found. 
Despite the stunning backdrop, the landscape around it is hard and somewhat lacking in vitality and 
interest. Therefore an intervention here should inject life, richness, vitality and quality into the 
foreground of one of London’s great vistas.  

 

Notable information 

• Any intervention that enters the Thames would need consultations with the Port of London 
Authority.  
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2. Fisherman’s Walk  

(Southern Quay of West India Dock opposite Museum of London in Docklands) 

West India Dock is one of the best preserved docks in Canary Wharf with remnants of its industrial 
shipping heyday still evident in cranes and warehouses, which have been converted into bars, 
restaurants ands the Museum of London in Docklands. The four sides of the dock are mostly activated 
with waterside activity, making this one of the most popular spots for visitors, apart from the south 
west dockside, Fisherman’s Walk. This walkway is a relatively quiet spot under a canopy of trees, with 
views across the dock to boats and old warehouses, but which would benefit from enrichment and 
playfulness.  
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3. West India Dock 
 

One of the first Docks to be developed in the Isle of Dogs, this dock has one of the busiest docksides , 
overlooked by countless bars, restaurants,  the Museum of London in Docklands and the DLR. The 
dock itself contains a number of boats and the elegant Future Systems floating bridge, and would be 
an excellent spot for a playful, floating, boating intervention, due to the high numbers of visitors.  
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4. Canary Wharf Dock 
 

The wharf that gave the development its name now stands empty, a massive expanse of water which 
hundreds of post-work drinkers contemplate from the bars at its eastern end. Again, the DLR scoots 
above it and the wind howls across it, and it remains empty. This huge expanse of water, once alive 
with the ships from around the world, asks once more for life, richness and meaning, therefore an 
intervention in this dock, floating or otherwise, may inspire a longer term use for the now-redundant 
water body.  

 

 

 

 


